Report by Keith McLeod and Alex Park

AUSTRALIAN GATEBALL TEAMS ACHIEVE EXCELLENT RESULTS

A loud cheer and applause welcomed the two teams representing Australia, Australia Green and Australia
Gold, when introduced at the Opening Ceremony of the 9th World Gateball Championship held on the island
of Jeju, South Korea. Our players were participating in the international event for a third time, but the
occasion of this championship was especially significant because it was the first time that Australia attended
as a full member of the World Gateball Union (WGU).

Australia’s representative Director on the WGU Board, Keith McLeod, said ‘we are now recognised as an
important gateball-playing nation. Because our skills level and strategic-playing knowledge have improved,
we are considered as worthy competitors in this competition’.

With other country representatives, Keith had the honour of being introduced to the assembly by the
Chairman of the WGU Mrs Ono and the President of the Korean Gateball Union.

Alex Park of the Australia Green team (all members of the Canberra Croquet Club) summed up the feelings
of the two teams at the start of the tournament: ‘to play at the World Championships is an exciting
opportunity. We are keen to learn as much as possible and to enjoy the friendship and camaraderie of
international gateball’.

Having spent many hours of practice over several months, the Aussie players were tense, a little nervous but
anxious to compete. Armed with a letter of support from the Prime Minister, the players of these two teams
representing Australia were ready for the competitive play.

Using the impressive Jeju International Convention Centre as the venue, the Opening Ceremony was a grand
affair. The formal ceremony was accompanied by smoke and fire, and the stage show that followed was a
glorious tribute to Korean and local Jeju culture. The meal not only highlighted local dishes, but also
provided seafood and traditional international delicacies such as smoked salmon and caviar. A supply of
Korean beer and Soju was available to compliment the food. And all this with the compliments of the
Korean Gateball Union!

Players who had competed in previous World Championships, Clare Poole, Valerie Haseloff, Elaine
Coverdale and Keith McLeod, enjoyed the chance to renew old friendships from past competitions. First-
time players took the opportunity to make new friends.

The Australian Green players were interviewed by the Japanese gateball television show Super Gateball.
The presenter was particularly excited to hear that the Australians had watched the show on DVD in
preparation for the competition.

At the end of the Opening Ceremony, players travelled to their hotels feeling excited about the next two days
but relaxed and elated.

The Championship consisted of two parts: the first, called ‘League Matches’, was a traditional round-robin of
4 teams; the winner of each round-robin block then went on to a knock-out format called the ‘Championship
Tournament’. All League Matches were finalised by 11:30 on the second day. The Championship
Tournament consisted of three rounds, a semi final and a final. At the conclusion of play at 16:00, the
Closing Ceremony provided the opportunity to present the prizes and trophies.

Australia Green Achievement
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Our Greens were a young and enthusiastic group with a lot of energy. This alone no doubt had an effect on
their competition.

Captained by Glen Whitehead, the team’s players were Alex Park, Tim Goodland, Ben Hollaway, Gilon
Smith, Michael Hunter and Kimberlee Trent. Kristina Huynh was the team manager and reserve player.

In their first game against a Korean team, Daegu Hwamok, the Greens performance was affected by first time
nerves. The Koreans kept the Greens on the defensive but managed to win by only 13-9.

Australia Gold players were court-side watching every stroke and cheering the Greens at every opportunity.

The next match was against the top ranking Chinese Taipei team. Unfortunately, the Golds were playing on
another court at the same time and were not able to offer support. Nevertheless, the Greens held their nerve
and won the thrilling game with a count-back win of 11-11.

In the Greens block of three teams, all teams had won one game, but the Chinese Taipei team achieved +19
net points because of a 25-6 win over the third team in the block (Korean team Daegu Hwamok).

The Greens can be justly proud of their win because the Chinese Taipei team went on to come second overall
in the championships. In the tournament rounds, the Chinese Taipei team had convincing wins of 15-5, 15-6,
and 25-6! They only narrowly lost the final to an undefeated Japanese team.

Unfortunately, the third match for the Greens was not played because the Indian team forfeited.
Australia Gold’s Strong Performance

The Golds also started slow. First game anxiety dampened their skills. The match, against Korean Jeonbuk
Hwapyeong, was a loss at 11-7. Despite the result, the Golds knew that they had the skills to play winning
Gateball. The second game proved this to be correct. Against Hilo Laulima from the USA, the team played
strongly to win 11-9.

The third game was to be the most difficult. The opponent, Komatsu Shima from Japan, had not been beaten
in the round-robin matches. The Golds played with skill and determination but failed to beat the Japanese
team which went on to the next round of games. The score 13-9 showed that the Golds kept Komatsu Shima
within range. Skilful play by Ken Poole in the dying minutes of the game had the Japanese team worried that
the game would be wrenched from their grasp. But unfortunately, time expired before the Golds could match
the score of Komatsu Shima.

In the next match for Komatsu Shima in the Tournament Matches against another round-robin winner,
Komatsu Shima won 17-7. Considering this strong performance by Komatsu Shima against a team that won
its round-robin, the Golds felt that their performance against Komatsu Shima at 13-9 was satisfactory.

Captained by Keith McLeod, the team comprised Clare and Ken Poole (Epping, NSW), Elaine Coverdale
(Essendon Vic) and Valerie Haseloff (Williamstown and Croquet Victoria President).

Some Match Statistics

In the League Matches, there were 4 perfect scores (that is where the winning team scores the maximum
points of 25). In the Tournament Matches, one perfect score was achieved.

Both Aussie teams scored one win each. The Greens ended with -4 net points and the Golds with -6 net
points. Both teams had results that were better than 37% of all teams that played in the tournament.
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The 9" World Gateball Championship

Held on the beautiful Korean island of Jeju, the event attracted 96 teams from 13 countries: Australia, Brazil,
China, Hong Kong, Japan, Macao, Paraguay, Taiwan, USA, India, Nepal, Russia and the host nation of
Korea. More than 2,000 players, officials, referees and organisers attended the event with a large number of
spectators watching from courtside or from the stands. Twelve courts were prepared for the competition.
Unfortunately for the Aussies, the court surface was rather rough with long grass and not at all like the
excellent Croquet court surfaces that team players were used to.

In addition to the main Championship event which had a limit of 96 teams, the Korean Gateball Union held a
supplementary event for teams that did not qualify for the Championship event. Japan entered 52 teams and
Korea entered 44 teams for this ‘2006 International Exchange Gateball Games to Commemorate Jeju
International Free City’. The games were played in a stadium adjoining the main Championship stadium.

For the Championship matches, qualified referees were provided: a chief referee, an assistant referee, a
recorder, and scorer to operate the electronic score boards. These officials displayed a high level of
professionalism and efficiency.

The first day of the Championship was played in fine sunny weather with a temperature of about 24°C.

All teams were personally welcomed to the Stadium by the Chairman of the World Gateball Union Mrs
Kiyoko Ono, the President of the Korean Gateball Union Mr Lee Kang Too, the President of the WGU Mr
Yoshihiro Endo, the Secretary-General of the Korean Gateball Union Mr Lee Soek Woo, and Australia’s
long-standing WGU friend, Mr Keiichi Imagawa. Those Gateball players who played in the 2005 Australian
Gateball Championships in Sydney will remember Mr Lee Soek Woo who led the two Korean teams at this
event.

On second day, it rained almost continuously and at times the downpour was like a tropical storm. Then a
fog rolled in from the Sea of Japan making play a real challenge! Despite this uncomfortable weather, play
continued on schedule and by the end of the day, everyone was soaked to the skin. These conditions did not
seem to dampen the enthusiasm of the players or the spectators.

Making the most of the opportunity, the Aussie players watched many of the Championship Tournament
matches (usually in the rain). To see the court skills and tactics of these elite players was a great learning
experience.

The finalists were Osaka Midori and Chinese Taipei (the team that Australia Green had beaten in the League
Matches!). The Chinese Taipei team went into the finals on a high having just won a semi-final match
against Taiwan Union in a crushing 25-6 one sided match. In an exciting finals match, Osaka Midori played
brilliantly to win 13-9. The reigning champions, Greenpia Tomonokai, did not survive the League Matches
and other favoured teams, Gate Stars, Furendo Sports Kurabu and Kensyokai, failed to reach the finals.

The organisation of the event was superb and a credit to the WGU and the host Korean Gateball Union. The
Opening Ceremony was magnificent and the Closing Ceremony was wet but was carried out with Oriental
precision and flair. Overall, the event was a great success. As usual, the organisers went to considerable
lengths to make the English-speaking Aussie teams feel welcome by providing interpreters, printing all hand-
out material in English, and making all announcements in English.

Korea — exciting and different

Many Australian team players took the opportunity to see more of Korea. We found the people courteous
and friendly, the scenery spectacular and travel within Korea quite easy to negotiate.
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The traditional Korean food was a highlight. The players dined, often seated around a table with a brassier in
the middle, cooking their meal as is the tradition for a Korean barbeque. The Korean pickled cabbage (‘kim
chi’) always accompanied the meal. While most of the Aussies avoided the ‘kim chi’ at breakfast, Tim
Goodland took delight in the local cuisine, including what appeared to be a spam casserole!

And the next?

In 2010, the 10" World Gateball Championship will probably be held in China. Details of the host city are
yet to be decided.

All Australian Gateball players are urged to plan to attend this upcoming event. The Greens and Golds both
agree that it is bound to be an exciting and enjoyable experience.
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9™ World Gateball Championships — League Results
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9™ World Gateball Championships — Tournament Results

KOR BUSAN1

[
Znd Rewnd
i ; Cowrt Mo, 8]
CHM SHENZHEN LONGGANG o , L W
L | st Reund 9 o
Court Me. 12 r
7 ) o I
KOR BUSANZ o
L Cusartor-Faal
Gt Mo
Il c
' o v h
KOR DAEGUYEONHAB
| tetRema |15 a
ot Mo, m
. ‘ 5 zna ! P
— Round
TFE LUNG-HLU Court o, 8 ]
: o
£ n
JPMN GATE STARS 1
L o Semi- Final e
ot New o
. & 13 o
KOR GYEONGGIICHEON . s
A
Znd Revnd K
Coawrt Mo,
| 1 o s A
KOR JEJUHALLIM 0
L | st Rownd 14
Court Mo, 17 M
10 g o I
KOR CHUNGNAMBUYEC D
L Crarter-Final (a)
it Mo, 12
b R
& 1
JPM  IWATE YAHABA —
Tst Round 5
[= T N —
7 J
. " 10 2ng Round P
. JPEFM MORIOKA KATSURA | O Courtrton 18 ot N
" o [ -
) W &
Y PN OSAKAMIDORI . a g
. (o]
13
KOR SEOULB 5 )
Final
Znd Round CourtMo. ||
; . Caiwrt Mo, O P W
JPN OMUTAMEWI — s 15 °
L T2t Rovrd r
Court Mo, 15 I
5 e o M
TPE GCHINESE TAIPEI
| J =} Quartor-Final
Coart N, [v] c
. 5 25 h
[#] a
CHM  HUNANLILING
| tstRouma |16 m
Cowrt Mo, (] P
; 4 13 p
L 13 zedRound
KOR DAEJEON e, 8 o
n
el
KOR DREAMA 8 -«
L Sem Final
Cawart Mo, | 19 o
. 5 s
CHN SINDPEC SHENGLI o A
23 K
Znd Rewnd
. ot Mo A
TEE WEN-SHAN 2 %
L ot Rownd T M
Court Mo, 11 I
2 7 D
JPN  KOMATSU SHIMA :., o
L Crarter-Final =]
Coirt N, [ |
. o P
TPE HUKOUTE CHENG .
T ]
Court Mow J
. ; 7 P
8 2nd Sound M
. KOR DREAME P 16 N
7 s}
TRE TAIWAN UMION 103

Page 11



	Australia Green Achievement
	Australia Gold’s Strong Performance
	Korea – exciting and different
	And the next?


